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Changes in EN 61326-1:  2013 
 

Overview 
The purpose of this white paper is to highlight the major changes that have occurred in the 2013 
version of EN 61326-1.  It should be noted that, as stated in the forward section of the document, 
EN 61326-1:  2013 is “identical to” IEC 61326-1, Ed. 2.0 (2012-07).  In other words, the 
European Union adopted the IEC version without making any changes. 
 

Date of Withdrawal 
The date of withdrawal (dow) in a standard is the date on which the new standard becomes 
mandatory.  In other words, on this date, you can no longer qualify to the previous version of the 
standard.  The date of withdrawal for EN 61326-1:  2013 is August 14th, 2015.  Stated another 
way, you can test to the new standard anytime after its date of publication (dop), but in order to 
legally ship your product into the EU, you must comply with the new standard by the dow. 
 

Dated References 
Similar to the 2006 version, this standard also uses dated references.  However, it references more 
recent versions of the various IEC, CISPR and EN standards.  The dated references called out by 
EN 61326-1 are summarized in Table 1. 
 

IEC/CISPR Document EN Document 
IEC 61000-3-2 (2005) + A1 (2008) + A2 (2009) EN 61000-3-2 (2006) + A1 (2009) + A2 (2009) 
IEC 61000-3-3 (2008) EN 61000-3-3 (2008) 
IEC 61000-4-2 (2008) EN 61000-4-2 (2009) 
IEC 61000-4-3 (2006) + A1 (2007) + A2 (2010) EN 61000-4-3 (2006) + A1 (2008) + A2 (2010) 
IEC 61000-4-4 (2004) + Corr (2007) + A1 (2010) EN 61000-4-4 (2004) + A1 (2010) 
IEC 61000-4-5 (2005) + Corr (2009) EN 61000-4-5 (2006) 
IEC 61000-4-6 (2008) EN 61000-4-6 (2009) 
IEC 61000-4-8 (2009) EN 61000-4-8 (2010) 
IEC 61000-4-11 (2004) EN 61000-4-11 (2004) 
CISPR 11 2009 + A1 (2010) EN 55011 (2009) + A1 (2010) 

 

Table 1.  Dated References Defined by EN 61326-1:  2013. 
 

Immunity for “Basic” Environments 
Changes for “basic” electromagnetic environments are summarized in Table 2. 
 

Test 2013 Version 2006 Version 
61000-4-2 The ESD requirement for air discharge is now +8 kV.  

Performance criterion B is specified for both contact 
and air discharge. 

The air discharge requirement 
was +4 kV in the 2006 
version. 

61000-4-3 No change. N/A 
61000-4-4 No change. N/A 
61000-4-5 No change. N/A 
61000-4-6 No change. N/A 
61000-4-8 A power frequency H-field requirement of 3 A/m for 

both 50 and 60 Hz has been added.  This standard has 
the standard caveat that this test is only for 
“magnetically sensitive equipment”.  It also allows for 
CRT display interference above 1 A/m. 

There was no requirement for 
H-field immunity for basic 
environments. 

61000-4-11 No change. N/A 
 

Table 2.  Summary of Changes Required for Basic Immunity. 
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Immunity for “Industrial” Environments 
There are no significant changes in immunity for industrial environments.  The only change that 
was made was performance criteria were added for each line item to add clarity. 
 
Immunity for “Controlled EM” Environments 
The “Measurement I/O” port category was eliminated.  The only other change that was made was 
performance criteria were added for each line item to add clarity. 
 
Changes in Performance Criteria 
Definitions for performance criteria in the 2006 version were short and succinct and defined the 
original intent of each performance level.  The first part of the definitions of Performance Criteria 
A and B remain the same.  However, for both these performance criteria, the 2013 version added 
the “permissible loss of performance” verbiage, as follows: 
 

“The performance level may be replaced by a permissible loss of 
performance. If the minimum performance level or the permissible 
performance loss is not specified by the manufacturer, either of these may 
be derived from the product description and documentation and what the 
user may reasonably expect from the equipment if used as intended.”  (Ref. 
EN 61326-1:  2013, Clauses 6.4.2 and 6.4.3) 

 
This change is important to note because if a product fails an immunity test which specifies either 
performance criterion A or B, this can still be considered a pass, provided the manufacturer 
defines this in their product manual, user’s manual or product documentation. 
 
Although the verbiage for Performance Criterion C was changed somewhat, the intent remains 
the same:  user intervention is still allowed to regain product functionality.  Thus, as long as the 
functionality of a product can be recovered with user intervention and the product is not 
permanently damaged by the testing, it complies with this criterion. 
 
Emission Limits 
No changes were made to this section, other than referencing the 2009 version of CISPR 11 
(including 2010 amendment).  As with previous versions of this standard, AC power line 
harmonics and flicker are only required for products which must meet Class B (i.e., residential) 
limits. 
 
Immunity for “Portable Test and Measurement Equipment” (Annex A) 
Changes for “basic” electromagnetic environments are summarized in Table 3. 
 

Test 2013 Version 2006 Version 
61000-4-2 No change. N/A 
61000-4-3 No change. N/A 
61000-4-8 A power frequency H-field requirement of 3 A/m for 

both 50 and 60 Hz has been added.  This standard has 
the standard caveat that this test is only for 
“magnetically sensitive equipment”.  It also allows for 
CRT display interference above 1 A/m. 

There was no requirement for 
H-field immunity for basic 
environments. 

 
Table 3.  Summary of Changes Required for Immunity of Portable Test and Measurement 

Equipment. 


